CHAPTER IX
SPECIFICATIONS
THE following chapter on specifications appeared in the
first edition, and was written some five years before the
first issue of the British Standard Specification (which
is now almost universally adopted in England and the
Colonies), and when each engineer drafted his own
specification according to his lights. Although, therefore,
it is now mainly of historical interest only, the author
trusts that it will prove of sufficient interest to justify its
retention; it at all events indicates the difficulties which
the manufacturer then had to contend with, in producing
a material to suit the widely varied requirements of
different users.
The most usual error which the writer of a specification
made, was to pick out what he considered to be the most
important clauses in other specifications, and incorporate
them in his own. The consequence was that the specifica-
tion thus drawn up was often an absolutely impossible one
to work to, and one with which no manufacturer could
properly comply. For instance, it was unanimously
admitted that fine grinding was a very desirable quality
in a cement, and also that a heavy weight per bushel
indicated a thoroughly burned material. These two qualities
were therefore demanded in the same specification, and a
finely ground cement was specified, together with a very
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